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Frequently Asked Questions 

What is the Coalition for Responsible Use of Gene Editing in Agriculture? 

The Coalition for Responsible Gene Editing in Agriculture was formed by The Center for Food Integrity 

to strive for global understanding and acceptance of the responsible use of gene editing technology in 

agriculture and food. Coalition participants share the goal to earn trust in gene editing to provide 

consumers safe, nutritious and affordable food produced in sustainable systems.  

Who are the members of the Coalition and how did they become involved? 

Members of the coalition are leaders in the fields of science, agriculture and food production. They 

became involved because they believe that gene editing has tremendous potential to solve food 

production challenges, and they aspire to work together to engage with stakeholders about 

responsible use of this technology. View the full list of Coalition Leaders here. 

Why did The Center for Food Integrity (CFI) form the Coalition? What is CFI’s role? 

The Center for Food Integrity facilitates the Coalition for Responsible Use of Gene Editing in 

Agriculture, which was formed in 2016. Many consumers, and other stakeholders, are unfamiliar with 

gene editing – both the science behind it and the promise ahead. The Coalition has a mission to 

cultivate support for responsible users of gene editing in agriculture, and Coalition participants believe 

it is important to enhance transparency and engage stakeholders in that process. 

How is gene editing defined by the Coalition?  

The Coalition has adopted the following technical definition:  

Gene editing encompasses a suite of technologies that can be designed to cut, or otherwise alter 

predetermined DNA sequences in the genome and result in targeted insertions, deletions or other changes 

for genetic improvement. The work of the Coalition for Responsible Gene Editing in Agriculture is focused 

on uses of gene editing that produce variation in native alleles that could occur or be achieved through 

selective breeding between species that are sexually compatible.  

For consumer communication, the Coalition describes gene editing in the following way:  

Gene editing makes precise, intentional and beneficial changes in the genetic material of plants and 

animals used in food production, which can improve their health and sustainability. This often mirrors 

changes that could occur in nature or through traditional breeding. Gene editing helps farmers keep pace 

with the growing demand for more and better food, while using less water, land, nutrients and other 

resources. 

Why is gene editing considered different from GMOs? 

In general, genetically modified organisms (GMOs) are created using transgenic technology that 

introduces DNA from a different organism. The transgenic process has been used in several crops and 

one food animal that are commercially available. 
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In contrast, gene editing often uses a cisgenic process, which involves precise changes to an organism’s 

own genetic code without introducing DNA from another organism.  

Why are GMOs not included in this framework?  

Genetically modified organisms have been produced and marketed for more than two decades. Their 

development and use are governed by a well-established regulatory structure as well as voluntary 

stewardship programs. Gene editing is still in the early stages of commercialization and is not 

governed by the same regulatory framework as GMOs. 

What are the Principles and Guidelines for Responsible Use of Gene Editing? Why are they 

needed? 

The principles and guidelines are outlined here (link). Agriculture and food system leaders feel it is 

imperative to openly and transparently engage with stakeholders about how gene editing technology 

is being used in a responsible manner as more products begin to enter the marketplace. In an evolving 

regulatory environment, the Principles and Guidelines provide a mechanism for communicating a 

commitment to use the technology in a trust-worthy manner. 

Who developed the Responsible Use Framework/Guidelines? 

A multi-stakeholder Steering Committee representing a diverse cross-section of stakeholders 

interested in gene editing was convened to develop a framework for the responsible use of gene 

editing.  

The Steering Committee includes individuals from the following organizations:   

• American Seed Trade Association 
• BASF 
• Benson Hill Biosystems 
• Center for Science in the Public 

Interest  
• Cornell University 
• Costco Wholesale 
• Corteva Agriscience 
• Creighton University 
• Food Marketing Institute  

• Genus  
• Good Cattle Company 
• Grocery Manufacturers Association 
• Paustian Enterprises 
• PepsiCo 
• Pivot Bio 
• The Nature Conservancy 
• University of California - Davis 
• World Wildlife Fund 

 

What is the scope of the Responsible Use Framework? 

The scope of this framework is gene-edited products within food and agriculture. It is intended to 

apply to developers of gene editing technology and those developing gene edited plants, animals and 

microbes.  Those developing the framework are based in the United States with the intent to share the 

framework for consideration globally. 

Who administers the framework? 
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The Coalition for Responsible Use of Gene Editing in Food and Agriculture will serve as the 

administrative and coordinating body with the support of The Center for Food Integrity. 

How does an organization sign on to or/support the Framework?  

By joining the Coalition for Responsible Use of Gene Editing. Requirements of membership depends on 

the membership category that applies to your organization. Three tiers of membership will be 

available: 

1. Technology Research/Developer/Marketer. Membership is available to organizations 

engaged in discovering, developing, handling or commercializing products resulting from gene 

editing. This includes technology companies, academic institutions, public and private research 

organizations, seed producers, breeders, licensees and other service providers to the industry. 

Technology Research/Developer/Marketer Members are expected to adopt the Framework 

and work toward verification, initially by conducting a self-assessment to determine readiness, 

and then by applying for verification.  Ongoing membership will be dependent on achieving 

verification within a two-year period of joining.  Verification confirms that members have 

programs and processes in place that demonstrate responsible development and application of 

gene editing technologies. 

 

2. Technology User. Membership is available to organizations and companies who may source, 

distribute or sell products containing gene-edited ingredients or products. This include 

agricultural crop and livestock input producers and marketers, food manufacturers, 

foodservice distributors and operators and retail food distributor and sellers such as 

supermarkets. Their membership signifies support for the framework adoption by developers 

using gene editing, and verification to the framework may be included in their product 

purchasing specification or otherwise be required from their suppliers.  

 

3. Affiliate/Associate. Membership is available to organizations who do not develop, market or 

distribute gene edited products but support the Coalition’s mission. This includes institutes, 

non-profit organization, non-governmental group, advocacy groups and individuals.  

 

How much does it cost to be a member of the Coalition? 

Membership fees are yet to be established but will be scaled based on an organization’s size and 

involvement in gene editing.  

Do all Coalition members have to be verified? 

Technology Research/Developer/Marketer Members are expected to work toward verification, 

initially by conducting a self-assessment to determine readiness, and then by applying for verification.  

Ongoing membership will be dependent on achieving verification within a two-year period of joining.  

Verification confirms that members have programs and processes in place that demonstrate 

responsible development and application of gene editing technologies.  

Who enforces that the framework is being followed? 
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Adherence to the framework will be verified by an independent third-party verification organization 

approved by the Coalition.  

Does every application or product developed by a Coalition member have to be verified? 

The framework is intended to be followed at the organization, not application or product, level as 

defined in the guidelines. The framework is designed to verify that organizations engaged in gene 

editing have the overall policies, practices and procedures in place that assure interested stakeholders 

that they are acting responsibly.   

Who will conduct the verifications? 

Verification will be conducted by independent third-party verification organizations approved by the 

Coalition. 

How much does it cost to be verified and who pays for it? 

One of the tenents of framework is that it must be affordable for a wide range of entities. The specific 

costs are yet to be determined but fees will be scaled to the size and type of involvement in gene 

editing.  

Is this intended to be a substitute for regulation of gene edited products? 

The Responsible Use framework has no role in the regulation of gene edited products. It is a set of 

commitments and recommended “best practices” that demonstrate an organization’s adherence to the 

framework. The Coalition has no regulatory or oversight role in the approval or commercialization of 

gene edited products.   

What are the benefits of the framework for the value chain? 

The framework provides a mechanism for those who participate to demonstrate that they are 

committed to using gene editing responsibly. It helps provide confidence to stakeholders that Coalition 

members are being transparent and have stewardship and quality management systems in place that 

warrant trust in the development and application of the technology and resulting products. Food 

manufacturers and sellers may look for suppliers who follow the framework to provide assurance to 

their customers who may have questions about gene edited products.  

How is an organization recognized for being verified? Does the program include on-package 

labels for food? 

The framework does not include an on-package label or claim program at this time. Once verified, 

organizations will receive a letter and certificate of compliance with the Principles of Responsible Use 

of Gene Editing and may use such designation in marketing, business correspondence or other 

communications. Should an organization wish to make compliance claims on product packaging or 

labels, such use must be approved by the Administrative Body. 


